
Shortcuts for Kate - Advanced Text Editor
Kate
Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 

Shortcut
Global 
Shortcut

Description

About Editor 
Component

About KDE

About Kate

Back Alt+Left Back

Close Ctrl+W Ctrl+Esc Close the current 
document.

Close All Close all open 
documents.

Close Current 
View

Ctrl+Shift+R Close the currently 
active splitted view

Close Other Close other open 
documents.

Configure 
Kate...

Configure various 
aspects of this 
application and the 
editing component.

Configure 
Shortcuts...

Configure the 
application's keyboard 
shortcut assignments.

Configure 
Toolbars...

Configure which items 
should appear in the 
toolbar(s).

Forward Alt+Right Forward

Full Screen 
Mode

Ctrl+Shift+F

Kate Handbook F1

Manage...

New Ctrl+N Create a new 
document

New

New Window Create a new Kate 
view (a new window 
with the same 
document list).

Next View F8 Make the next split 
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

view the active one.

Open Recent This lists files which 
you have opened 
recently, and allows 
you to easily open 
them again.

Open... Ctrl+O Open an existing 
document for editing

Open...

Plugins 
Handbook

This shows help files 
for various available 
plugins.

Previous View Shift+F8 Make the previous 
split view the active 
one.

Quit Ctrl+Q Close this window

Reload All Reload all open 
documents.

Report Bug...

Save

Save All Ctrl+L Save all open, 
modified documents 
to disk.

Save As 
Default...

Save As...

Show 
Documents

Show Filesystem 
Browser

Show Find in 
Files

Show Path Show the complete 
document path in the 
window caption

Show Sidebars Ctrl+Alt+Shift+F

Show Statusbar Use this command to 
show or hide the 
view's statusbar

Show Terminal
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

Show Toolbar

Sort By

Split Horizontal Ctrl+Shift+T Split the currently 
active view 
horizontally into two 
views.

Split Vertical Ctrl+Shift+L Split the currently 
active view vertically 
into two views.

Switch 
Application 
Language...

Tip of the Day This shows useful tips 
on the use of this 
application.

What's This? Shift+F1

Kate Part
Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 

Shortcut
Global 
Shortcut

Description

Align Use this to align the 
current line or block of 
text to its proper 
indent level.

Block Selection 
Mode

Ctrl+Shift+B This command allows 
switching between the 
normal (line based) 
selection mode and 
the block selection 
mode.

Capitalize Ctrl+Alt+U Capitalize the 
selection, or the word 
under the cursor if no 
text is selected.

Clean 
Indentation

Use this to clean the 
indentation of a 
selected block of text 
(only tabs/only 
spaces)

You can configure 
whether tabs should 
be honored and used 
or replaced with 
spaces, in the 
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

configuration dialog.

Clear All 
Bookmarks

Remove all 
bookmarks of the 
current document.

Collapse One 
Local Level

Ctrl+-

Collapse Toplevel Ctrl+Shift+-

Comment Ctrl+D This command 
comments out the 
current line or a 
selected block of text.

The characters for 
single/multiple line 
comments are defined 
within the language's 
highlighting.

Copy Ctrl+C Ctrl+Ins Use this command to 
copy the currently 
selected text to the 
system clipboard.

Copy as HTML Use this command to 
copy the currently 
selected text as HTML 
to the system 
clipboard.

Cut Ctrl+X Shift+Del Cut the selected text 
and move it to the 
clipboard

Deselect Ctrl+Shift+A If you have selected 
something within the 
current document, this 
will no longer be 
selected.

Dynamic Word 
Wrap

F10 If this option is 
checked, the text lines 
will be wrapped at the 
view border on the 
screen.

Dynamic Word 
Wrap Indicators

Choose when the 
Dynamic Word Wrap 
Indicators should be 
displayed

Encoding

End of Line Choose which line 
endings should be 
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

used, when you save 
the document

Enlarge Font This increases the 
display font size.

Expand One 
Local Level

Ctrl++

Expand Toplevel Ctrl+Shift++

Export as HTML... This command allows 
you to export the 
current document with 
all highlighting 
information into a 
HTML document.

Find Next F3 Look up the next 
occurrence of the 
search phrase.

Find Previous Shift+F3 Look up the previous 
occurrence of the 
search phrase.

Find Selected Ctrl+H Finds next occurrence 
of selected text.

Find Selected 
Backwards

Ctrl+Shift+H Finds previous 
occurrence of 
selected text.

Find... Ctrl+F Look up the first 
occurrence of a piece 
of text or regular 
expression.

Go to Line... Ctrl+G This command opens 
a dialog and lets you 
choose a line that you 
want the cursor to 
move to.

Indent Ctrl+I Use this to indent a 
selected block of text.

You can configure 
whether tabs should 
be honored and used 
or replaced with 
spaces, in the 
configuration dialog.

Invoke Code 
Completion

Ctrl+Space Manually invoke 
command completion, 
usually by using a 
shortcut bound to this 
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

action.

Join Lines Ctrl+J

Lowercase Ctrl+Shift+U Convert the selection 
to lowercase, or the 
character to the right 
of the cursor if no text 
is selected.

Next Bookmark Alt+PgDown Go to the next 
bookmark.

Overwrite Mode Ins Choose whether you 
want the text you type 
to be inserted or to 
overwrite existing 
text.

Paste Ctrl+V Shift+Ins Paste previously 
copied or cut 
clipboard contents

Previous 
Bookmark

Alt+PgUp Go to the previous 
bookmark.

Print... Ctrl+P Print the current 
document.

Read Only Mode Lock/unlock the 
document for writing

Redo Ctrl+Shift+Z Revert the most 
recent undo operation

Reload F5 Refresh Reload the current 
document from disk.

Replace... Ctrl+R Look up a piece of 
text or regular 
expression and 
replace the result with 
some given text.

Save Ctrl+S Save the current 
document

Save As... Save the current 
document to disk, with 
a name of your 
choice.

Select All Ctrl+A Select the entire text 
of the current 
document.

Set Bookmark Ctrl+B If a line has no 
bookmark then add 
one, otherwise remove 
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

it.

Show Folding 
Markers

F9 You can choose if the 
codefolding marks 
should be shown, if 
codefolding is 
possible.

Show Icon 
Border

F6 Show/hide the icon 
border.

The icon border shows 
bookmark symbols, 
for instance.

Show Line 
Numbers

F11 Show/hide the line 
numbers on the left 
hand side of the view.

Show Scrollbar 
Marks

Show/hide the marks 
on the vertical 
scrollbar.

The marks, for 
instance, show 
bookmarks.

Show Static 
Word Wrap 
Marker

Show/hide the Word 
Wrap Marker, a 
vertical line drawn at 
the word wrap column 
as defined in the 
editing properties

Shrink Font This decreases the 
display font size.

Spellcheck 
Selection...

Check spelling of the 
selected text

Spelling (from 
cursor)...

Check the document's 
spelling from the 
cursor and forward

Spelling...

Switch to 
Command Line

F7 Show/hide the 
command line on the 
bottom of the view.

Uncomment Ctrl+Shift+D This command 
removes comments 
from the current line 
or a selected block of 
text.

The characters for 
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Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 
Shortcut

Global 
Shortcut

Description

single/multiple line 
comments are defined 
within the language's 
highlighting.

Undo Ctrl+Z Revert the most 
recent editing actions

Unindent Ctrl+Shift+I Use this to unindent a 
selected block of text.

Uppercase Ctrl+U Convert the selection 
to uppercase, or the 
character to the right 
of the cursor if no text 
is selected.

Word Wrap 
Document

Use this command to 
wrap all lines of the 
current document 
which are longer than 
the width of the 
current view, to fit 
into this view.

 This is a static word 
wrap, meaning it is not 
updated when the 
view is resized.

Shortcuts
Action Name Main Shortcut Alternate 

Shortcut
Global Shortcut Description

Focus Terminal

Pipe to Terminal

Syncronize 
Terminal with 
Current Document
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